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of God, the certainty of sin's speedy, effect- 
ive punishment, man's feebleness in antago- 
nizing the divine will, the immutability of 
God's word. His word is just so sovereign 
now as it was then, and disobedience thereto 
just as certain of punishment. How awful 
is the thought emphasized in Paul's letter to 
the Hebrews, to wit: "If the word spoken 
by angels was made steadfast and every 
transgression and every disobedience re- 
ceived a just recompense of reward, how 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salva- 
tion?" 

May our Father save us from the sin of 
disobedience and make us that we be neither 
barren nor unfruitful but always abounding 
in the work of the Lord. 

A STUDY IN PHILIPPIANS, THIRD CHAPTER 
W. A. WELTY 

I. Introductory. The Epistle was writ- 
ten by St Paul from Rome during his im- 
prisonment. There can be no doubt as to 
the canonicity of this Epistle. The external 
evidences are many and strong. Clement of 
Rome and Ignatius give their voice in favor 
of it being Pauline. Polycarp in writing to 
the Philippians referred to Paul as having 
written to them. The letter is also found in 
many of the earlier versions of the New Tes- 
tament. 

The internal testimony is equally strong. 
The constructions, words and expressions are 
characteristics of St. Paul alone. It shows 
forth the high aspiration of the Apostle to the 
Gentiles—a stretching forward to higher ahd 
better things in Christ Jesus his Lord. Dr. 
Gloag summarizes the evidences of Paul's 
character as found in the Epistle as follow : 
I. Intense devotion to Christ. 2. The ar- 
dent affection for his converts. 3. Earnest- 
estness in prayer for their spiritual welfare. 
4. Womanly tenderness. 5. Noble eleva- 
tion above all earthly cares. 6. Personal 
humility. 7. Liberality of mind. There are 
some marked peculiarities in the Epistle. 
There is not an utterance of condemnation 
in the entire Epistle, but abounds in com- 
mendation to the brethren, see ch. 1, v. 5. 
In it may be detected the real and inner 
character of the great Apostle. It is pre- 
eminently the letter of love and joy. It is 
also marked with the absence of any elabo- 
rate doctrinal teaching. It is practical rath- 
er than polemical or dogmatic. 

//. Analysis of Chapter Three. The 
chapter may be divided into two divisions. 
1. A warning against Judaistic error, illus- 
trated by his own example. He teaches 
them against the folly of trusting in outward 
forms and ceremonies and pride of ancestry, 
vs. 2 16. 2. A warning against Antinomi- 
anism. The doctrine that faith frees Chris- 
tians from the claims and obligations of the 
moral law, again pointing to himself as their 
example, vs. 1721. 

///. Teaching of the Chapter. 1. "A 
great description," vs. 1 4. The writer here 
describes the nature of a real Christian, a 
follower of Jesus Christ. The Jews were sat- 
fied with the outward fulfillment of Judaistic 

laws, circumcision and other ceremonies. 
They were also stcped in ancestral pride, 
thinking to be a Jew, a son of Abraham and 
live up to the letter of the law was all that 
was required of them, thus placing their con- 
fidence and hope in the flesh. There was 
not complete salvation in the Judaistic law. 
Many souls are away from Christ, trusting in 
the moral law for salvation, (a) There 
must be the excision of the old nature, a cut- 
ting off of the flesh and all its lusts and pas- 
sions. There are some poor deluded souls 
who are thus trusting in the flesh, content 
in living up to the moral law, "as good as 
any church member," going straight to ban- 
ishment from God. "Ye must be born 
again," are words that shall not fail, tho all 
the good moral men and unworthy church 
members ofttime cry—"good enough." We 
should not be satisfied with anything less 
than a complete circumcision of the heart 
and an endeavor to worship God in the Spir- 
it. A wonderful description of a genuine 
Christian—the killing of the old man—the 
birth of the new—the indwelling of the Spirit. 

2. "A great renunciation," vs. 5 12. If 
any one might have confidence in the flesh, 
or the law. Paul declares to have reason to 
boast—"circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, ... as touching 
the righteousness which is in the law, found 
blameless." All this he renounces, and 
counts them as dregs for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus. What pow- 
erful Christians some of us might be if we 
would learn this lesson from Paul, and count 
some of the things of the world, and flesh 
worthless, vile refuse, that we might gain 
Christ, and live in "the fulness of blessing of 
Christ." It seems to me I can see Paul bow- 
.ing his knees praying God that his converts 
might do this, and "be filled unto all the ful- 
ness of God." What a glorious privilege to 
renounce the works of darkness and aspire 
toward a blameless life in Christ. 

3. "A great aspiration," vs. 12-16. Twen- 
ty-five years after Paul's conversion, he was 
aspiring toward perfection, or to lay hold of 
with his mind all the things Christ's atone- 
ment had secured for him. Is this a thing 
incrediMe that Paul should apprehend that 
for which he was apprehended by Christ or 
attain "unto a full grown man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ?" Did he not say to the Romans, 
"I know that when I come unto you I shall 
come in the fulness of blessing in Christ." 
R. V. If this be true of Paul, has he not 
said many times that we should imitate him 
even as he imitated Christ ? Let us there- 
fore, beloved, aspire toward a complete, full- 
orbed Christian life and if we are otherwise 
minded pray God to reveal unto us the truth. 

4. "A great expectation or hope," vs. 20, 
21. Paul after having lived such a life as 
described in this chapter, expects nothing 
else but that his home was in heaven from 
whence I waited for a Savior who would 
fashion anew the body of his humiliation, 
that he might be conformed to the body of 

Christ's glory. Have we this great hope ; if 
so upon what is it based ? Are we walking 
in the paths of holiness or are we allied with 
the world with its evil institutions ? 

The Mission Field 
WASHINGTON CITY ECHOES 

Here is a letter I wish you to read. It 
will interest you. 

Cedar Falls, Iowa, Dec. 7. 
Brother Lyon, Washington. D. C. : Enclosed 

you will find an order for $7 75 for the "Washington 
City church building Fund." It is the result of a 
special effort by my S. S. class and myself the past 
summer, as follows : Minnie Vorhese, 75 cents; 
Edith Lichty. 60 cents ; Mary Smith, $1 00 ; Edith 
Hoover, $1 00; EllaKlingaman. $1 00 ; CoraSnyder, 
$2 50 ; Nellie Bickly, 35 cents; Bertha Flickinger, 
55 cents. From the Enon Brethren church at Wa- 
terloo, Iowa 

Miss CORA SNYDKR. 

The above is an exact copy of sister Sny- 
der's letter. Comment is not necessary.. It 
speaks for itself. Why can not each S. S. 
class in the brotheroood put forth a little 
"special effort" and the Washington City 
church building will go up in short order. 
We have a bg book ready to record the 
names of all contributors, no matter if they 
only pay for one brick. Let every teacher 
in the brotherhood lead off and every scholar 
will say "Amen." When you visit the capi- 
tal you will then feel glad to find your name 
on the register which is to be kept in the lit- 
tle chapel you helped to build. You will 
read this in time to take up a special Christ- 
mas offering. Let no one fail. I am quite 
anxious to quit writing on this subject, but 
must keep everlastingly at it till you remove 
the cause. I "never let up" unless you let 
me. 

I know a brother who used to avoid public 
worship as he would dread the smallpox. I 
got after him and kept it up till at last I told 
him there was but one way to put a stop to 
it, and that was to attend the services. He 
started the next Sunday—that was five years 
ago—and has been faithful at church services 
ever since. 

I trust, however, that very soon there will 
be no further occasion for these weekly re- 
minders. I am sure they are not edifying, 
but I feel that I can not work much longer 
as I have had to do. 

Ftllow-workers, put yourselves in our 
place, if you please, and tell me how soon 
you would be able to build up a self-support- 
ing congregation by preaching in halls, 
school houses, etc. ? 

O, how tired I do get sometimes of having 
to work in such a way ! And there are just 
two wonders connected with this : The first 
is, that one can keep up courage so long un- 
der such circumstances ; the second is, that 
we get along even as well as we do, for when 
I compare statistics, I find that during the 
last year we have made a better showing than 
many of the churches here that are well fixed 
and that do not have the unpopular doc- 
trines to hold forth that we have. 

I will note a few examples as I take them 


